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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 


Appltcant(s) / - j 


Examiner/^ . 


Group aH Unit 





The MAJUNG DATE of this communication apf>ears on the cover sheet beneatfi the conespondence address- 

jtiMJL MONTH(S) FROM THE MAIUNG DATE 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. ' " 

- ExtenskTOoftimemaybe avaflablourxiertheprov^^ In no event hovwver, nray a reply be tim©^ 

from the mailing date o< this oonmffikartioa * 

- Httwpeik>d for reptyspecHW above is less than thirty (3P) days, a 

- tf|^perk)d for reply b specified above, such period shaD, by def^ 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply wai, by st^ 

- Any repty received by the Offk» later than three months after the maiDng date of 
temi aCQustmenL See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on — — ■ 

□ This action Is FINAL. 



□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fom>al matters, prosecution as to the nwrtts is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayte, 1 935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 



Disposition of Claints 

^ Claim(s) 



Of the above claim(s)- 

□ a^(s) 

Claim(s) 

□ Cta]m(s) 

□ Claim(s) 



Application Papers 

□ The proposed drawing conection. filed on . 

□ The drawing(s) filed on 



_ efare pending In the application. 
_ is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

- is^are allowed. 

- is/are rejected. 

- is/are objected to. 

_ are subject to restriction or election 
rsquirenoent 



. is □ approved □ disapproved. 



. is/are objected to by the Examiner 



D The spedficalion is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 (aHd) 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9 (aHd)- 
□ All □ Some* □ None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

□ Copies of ttie certified copies of ttie priority documents have been received 

in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
^Certified copies not received: __ — 



Attachment(8) 

^ Infonnation Disclosure Statement(s), FTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

^ Notice of Reference(s) Cited. PTO-892 

a. Notice of Draftspersonls Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



□ Interview Summary. PTO-413 

□ Notice of infonnal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 

□ Ottier 



Office Action Sunrunary 



U.& Patent and 1>ademark Offloe 
PT(^426 (Rml 11/00) 



Part of Paper No. ^2 

*U.S. GPO: 2000472.998/43204 
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Application/Control Number: 09/987,93 7 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1761 

DETAILED ACTION 

The abstract is objected to because of the following informality: 
The term "the first filter assembly" (line 5) should be changed to read - the 
primary filter assembly -. 

Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention for the following reasons: 

1 . While the preamble of claim 1 calls for an apparatus for producing a sterile 
milk product, claim 1 fails to recite a positive structure for producing a sterile milk 
product. Thus claim 1 is indefinite and incomplete. 

2. Claim 6 is improper since it is a duplicate of claim 4. 

3. Claim 7 is improper since it is a duplicate of claim 5. 

4. While the preamble of claim 1 3 calls for a process for producing a sterile 
milk product, claim 13 fails to recite a positive manipulative step of producing a sterile 
milk product. Thus claim 13 is indefinite and incomplete. 

Claims 1-23 are free of the prior art. 

Claims 1-23 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 
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Art Unit: 1761 

The Bayevsky et al patent is cited to show a system and method for 
standardizing a concentrate. The Saugmann et al patent is cited to show a system and 
process for membrane filtration of a dispersion, the system comprising a plurality of 
membrane filtration units, a plurality of concentration units, and recirculation conduits. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to George Yeung whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
3848. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 10:30 AM to 7:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Milton Cano can be reached on (703) 308-3959. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9310 
for regular communications and 703-872-9311 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 




G. C. Yeung/mn 
March 4, 2003 



GEORGE C. YEUNG 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



